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STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

The District’s transportation is operated in accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code, the “Ohio School Bus Operation Regulations” issued by the Ohio Department of Education, Ohio State Highway Patrol and the Ohio Department of Highway Safety and as otherwise required by Ohio law.

The transportation program is under the direction of the Chief Operating Officer who is responsible to the Chief Executive Officer.

Transportation Policy for Special Education

· Special education students will be assigned transportation services and accommodations (vests, oxygen, lifts, etc) as outlined in the Individual Educational Plan (IEP).

· The IEP will be followed with regards to transportation and staff are encouraged to consider assigning students to the closest school at which the mandated programs are offered, including private facilities, when that is consistent with law, regulations and IEP.

· Special Education students will be picked-up and dropped-off at their home address.  However, special pick-up/drop-off arrangements can be requested from the Transportation Department with a two (2) week notice.  Both pick-up and drop-off locations must be the same.  Criteria to be used for special arrangements could include the following:

· Pick-up/drop-off locations cannot exceed three (3) miles from the home address.

· Medically fragile students should submit the necessary medical documentation for other arrangements.

· Bus attendants are assigned to Special Education buses as determined by the Transportation department and availability.  These assignments are based on the needs of Special Education students and the number of these students assigned to each bus as determined by the Transportation Department in compliance with the IEPs.

Transportation Policy for PreK-8 Schools 

· Students who reside 1.75 miles or greater miles away from their home school are eligible for transportation:  yellow bus (if available), RTA tickets or payment in lieu of in-kind transportation.  

· Students who request and receive special transfers from their home schools to another traditional school (other than city-wide draw schools) will not be provided any form of transportation.

· This policy considers the following as the current list of city-wide draw schools eligible for transportation:

a. Buhrer

b. Tremont

c. Dike
d. Newton D. Baker
e. Newcomers Academy

f. All single gender schools

g. Campus International at Cleveland State University

· 6th – 8th graders will be offered RTA tickets or payment in lieu of in-kind transportation.  If lower grade siblings are assigned to a yellow bus, then siblings in 6th – 8th grades will be allowed to ride based on space availability and proper behavior.  

· All transportation routes, stops and student residences will be reviewed for impracticability.

· Cluster stops will be assigned for students attending schools of choice:

· Charter, 

· Voucher, and

· Non-Public.

Transportation Policy for High Schools

· No bus transportation will be provided for regular education High School students except for MC2 STEM School at Nela Park due to lease agreement.

· High School students residing 3 miles or greater from their home school will be provided RTA tickets or payment in lieu of in-kind transportation as determined by the District.

· High School students who apply for a special transfer from their home traditional school to another traditional school will not be provided any form of transportation.

· Non-public High School students who reside 3 miles or greater from their CMSD home school will be provided payment in lieu of in-kind transportation.
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